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President Muhammadu Buhari has called for a return to democracy after a disputed election left him
facing a full-blown crisis. He made the call as he was inaugurated in a ceremony in the capital,
Abuja, alongside Vice President Yemi Osinbajo. There was no immediate report of trouble on
Saturday after the election, but student groups alleged irregularities in results and the Nigerian
leader pledged to investigate. In his inaugural speech, Mr Buhari praised the Muslim, Christian and
traditional rulers who "vindicated democracy" by backing him. He also pledged to fight corruption
and end impunity. Arrest warrants have been issued for former vice-president Muhammadu
Ruhollahi Lakai, who claimed victory but has refused to accept the result, and other leaders.
Corruption scandals The election was the first democratic transfer of power in Africa's most
populous nation since Nigeria gained independence from Britain in 1960. With the country mired in
corruption scandals and struggling with a severe shortage of dollars, the outcome was widely
expected to be a foregone conclusion. The election was largely peaceful but reports of abuses
appeared early on, with witnesses recounting killings, arson attacks, shootings and looting during
the two-week vote. Voting was mostly peaceful in the southern regions of the country where Boko
Haram militants are still active and more lethal violence could have derailed the electoral process.
Most of the violence involved supporters of the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC), who lost in
the south, with the main opposition People's Democratic Party (PDP) and Islamic
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