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This course explores the role that artists have played in critical thinking and cultural change. Art, like social change itself, has the potential
to affect and shape the world in new and unexpected ways. In this course we will look closely at art movements and movements within art,
we will investigate how art can help us understand the complex political, economic, and cultural intersections that shape the world today,
we will examine artists that have been critical social scientists, activists, and educators, and we will examine how art can contribute to the

critical thinking necessary for our present and future society. The studio course takes as its central concern the way in which the built
environment compels specific modes of human interaction. These actions, in turn, comprise the nexus of any aesthetics and performative
experience. While human beings have always made themselves at home in their terrestrial environment, it is now frequently "naturalized"
that exists only as a means to "mastery" which, through building, creates "The Order". Considered to be a means of social control, planning

& design increasingly exercise a normative force upon the day-to-day reality of human existence. The relative reversibility of man's
relationship with the natural world is a basic postulate to a particular philosophy of planning, and through its methodology: the discourses of

"representation" & "automation" these principles have increasingly been fundamental to the process of urbanization of the last century
(though they have their antecedents in the nineteenth century). This course will illuminate these principles, and the symbolic and material

manifestations of such relationships, with particular emphasis on architecture.
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In this seminar we will analyze environmentalism and the
historical and cultural contexts that have led to the current crisis
of the environment. We will look at the theories of ecology and

the models of urban and industrial ecology with special attention
to the history of green thinking and its influence on current

positions. We will consider why and how ideas about sustainability
are contested and analyzed. How have different local and global

forces influenced the strategies of redesigning cities toward
sustainability? What different forms of environmentalism have

emerged? Have they been successful, and what are the reasons
for their failure? We will examine how these ideas of sustainable
urbanism and the idea of ecologically integrated cities and cities

of the future have been conceptualized, and what are the
possibilities and limits of their implementation, in the context of

today's urban environment. Architecture, at the core of the Global
Climate crisis, can play a vital role in preventing it by contributing
a more sustainable mode of development for future generations
(Plunkett and Mason, 2006). This workshop will focus on two of

the most recent contributions in the area of sustainable
architecture, which while very different in their approach, both

propose strategies for rethinking architectural production and its
role in the global climate crisis. In five lectures from the faculty of

the Department of Architecture at Columbia University we will
focus on the works of Mark Fischer, Canadian. architect, and

Demolition Master, 2018, Megan Garber, New York based practice.
Fischer proposes a cultural re-imagination of architecture that
does not require the extraction of materials. Garber hopes to

establish a new practice through teaching architecture students in
situ. 5ec8ef588b
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